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 What a curious time we are living in. As we all began this year, I would have never 
guessed nor planned that we would be meeting online for the State Meeting. All of us have had 
to make major adjustments to the way we gather, preach, teach, and disciple within the 
context of the church. This shake up to the church is not necessarily a bad thing. The church 
must be flexible. We must be able to train in the gospel and take the gospel to our communities 
no matter what our communities and culture is doing. For this, I believe our churches will be 
stronger.  
 I represent the VAMB of the VA State Association of Free Will Baptist. I love our state. I 
grew up in VA Beach and now have pastored in SWVA for over 10 years. Our state is as diverse 
geographically as it is diverse in its communities. It should be the desire of this conference to 
reach all of our communities with the gospel of Jesus Christ through the planting and continued 
ministry of our FWB Churches. To meet the needs and challenges of this day, we must be very 
intentional throughout the state to ensure that our church is a healthy church and that we are 
planting healthy churches in all communities. I am thankful for the church planters that we 
have had over the last few years and the church planters that we currently have that are 
seeking to plant a healthy church, in diverse communities, with the goal of seeing their 
community reached with gospel. Each of our Church Planter are approaching planting 
differently, and I am so excited and proud of that. These churches are a reflection of who God 
made these pastors and a reflection of the mission and values that have developed in their 
hearts for their communities.  
 As we look forward, the VAMB is not only concerned about the planting of new 
churches in the state, but we are concerned about the health of the churches that currently 
minister in the state. We have watched a 10-year decline in churches and members of FWB 
churches in VA. At the state meeting last year, I mentioned there are 2 questions every 
pastor/church must answer biblically. First, why am I here as a believer. The biblical answer is 
that we live our life to glorify God in all things and that we intentionally seek to make disciples 
of Christ. The second question is equally important. Why is my church here? The second 
questions must be answered In light of the first. Our church is here to teach train and equip 
growing disciples of Christ so that, as a group, they can reach their community with the gospel. 
Yes, I know this is elementary. I would submit to you that we have lost our passion and our way. 
The health of every church is wrapped up in the way they answer these questions. I have no 
doubt all of our churches desire and pray for the lost, but what are we doing in training, 
encouragement and planning through the church to accomplish this wonderful task. I have 
been praying and developing a Church Health Assessment for our churches. This is very much in 
early stages. But this assessment will help willing pastors and churches evaluate what they are 
doing and what we are missing. It is a conversation that will lead us to have serious look at what 
we are doing to accomplish the great commission. If this is an interest to you and your church, 
please contact me so we can begin the talk.  
 In addition to the Healthy Church Initiative for the State, we are praying for new 
opportunities and new ways of planting healthy churches. We have a number of ways that are 



available to us to plant and revitalize churches in the state. Here are the ways we can plant and 
revitalize churches: 1) State and joint projects 2) Church multiplication/revitalization 3) 
Shepherding Churches. As times change, so should our approach to our Church Planting efforts.  
 As this year progresses, we celebrate God’s work in our church plants and the 
accomplishments that have been reached. At the end of 2019, we celebrate with Marshal 
Boney at the Reignite Church in VA Beach for reaching self-supporting status. Reignite was a 
Joint Project between the State and the National. Marc Neppl and Kevin Bass are leading 
Restore Church in Portsmouth to self-supporting at the end of this year. Restore is a joint 
project. Jason Weaver, at Lifegate Church in Winchester and David Osborn at Faith Church in 
Wytheville, both are leading their churches into and through the purchasing and building of 
Church building for their respective ministries. Chris Davenport is leading the Bridge Church in 
Fredericksburg, VA in a church replanting effort. The Bridge is an example of a replant using a 
Shepherding Church. The Bridge is Shepherded by The Donelson Fellowship in Nashville. This 
unique replant has been in agreement with NAM and the VAMB. We praise God for the way 
that He is working in our state. We have opportunities throughout our state to not only plant 
new churches, but to help those that are declining. Feel free to reach out to me or the VAMB to 
find out how we can help.  
 In closing, it is such an exciting time to be in ministry. The Word of God is unfolding 
before our eyes. It is not business as usual. It is time for us to be sure that we are working out 
our salvation and leading others to do the same. May God grant us the courage to seek His will 
and the way He has for us to lead our churches and turn our communities toward Jesus Christ. 
May God bless us as we follow Him. 


