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INTRODUCTION: 
The value of ministry is meeting needs wherever they exist. I have felt and shared during these days that 
we mustn’t look at what seems to be temporarily lost but rather at the wonderful opportunities God has 
offered to us. Over these past three months, I have seen pastors in our state step out of their comfort 
zone and learn new skills in technology. I’ve heard from our pastors that they’ve now had people from all 
over the world tuning in weekly to their livestreams, and they’ve learned this not merely from the data 
accumulated from the media platforms, but because of the contact people have made with them 
personally. What I see here is that a true heart for ministry will find a way to do so regardless of the 
circumstances. I am really thankful for the ministry heart I have seen among our Virginia Free Will Baptist 
pastors in these days. I know it’s not been easy, and still isn’t. There’s still a lot of twists and turns for us 
to manage, but ministry and people are to be our attention regardless of how we minister among them.  
 
RECENT MINISTRY: 
In a similar manner just like you, the promotional office has had to adjust to a different schedule and 
approach of late, but that has also come with some benefits. I was playing my guitar at home one day, 
and Debbie told me, “You need to start putting these online for others to hear.” So, being the responsive 
husband that I am, I started doing just that. Probably of anything I’ve done in a while, this has gotten a 
consistently good response from folks wanting more. I guess it’s a little thing, but it’s probably helped in a 
different way to remind people that the promotional director is still ministering. Also afforded me during 
this pandemic was the time to develop further areas related to our weekly GRACE TODAY program, and it 
livestreams now on various media platforms.  
 
Also for a number of weeks, we held a weekly Pastor’s Prayer and Fellowship Time online, where the first 
priority was prayer together and then discussion about other matters that were pertinent to our 
collective approach in ministry during this time and any other matters on the hearts of the participants.  
 
Like many other ministries during this pandemic, we did apply for the Payroll Protection Program, and the 
promotional office did receive the funds. Of course, these funds are being used for the purpose of 
securing the salary side of the promotional office, and this has been helpful already. The funding of the 
office overall during this time has remained steady, and I cannot thank you enough for your faithfulness 
in remembering us in your faithful giving.  
 
 
UPCOMING MINISTRY: 
I am looking forward to getting back on the road as soon as restrictions lighten up, and it will be 
wonderful to fellowship with all of you across the state, hopefully very soon. With the National 
Association Meeting in Oklahoma cancelled because of COVID-19, the National business will be 
conducted by the General Board in Nashville, TN, July 20-21. And as your representative on the General 
Board, I will be at that meeting.   
 
Let me share with you what’s upcoming promotionally this year. Of course, I will begin traveling as soon 
as possible and feasible, and I plan to be in as many local association meetings as possible. And I’d love to 
be in your churches personally. Of course, I would always like for you to consider a GRACE Outreach 
Revival to help begin that program in your church. But there’s also something special coming January 
2021. I’ll be promoting our Virginia ministries along with something I believe you and your people will 



enjoy. I have written 15 children’s songs under the album title, “I Serve the Lord.” We’re working on the 
backing tracks right now along with the sheet music. Those who have heard the songs really love them, 
and the children have a great time singing them. They really are a lot of fun! I am now starting to book 
services for 2021 where I can present the songs for those interested, but it will also afford me the 
opportunity to be in a lot of churches to also share about our ministries of Grace Mission, GRACE 
Outreach, and the Grace Today program. We really have a lot going on and available in our state, and this 
is going to be a fun approach to getting the word out about all of it. The service will be a time of fun 
interacting with the children’s songs, and I’ve found that the adults have as much if not more fun than the 
children. And, all churches booking a service will get free access to the backing tracks and printed song 
sheets which can be used exclusively in the church setting. You can contact me now at the information at 
the bottom of the screen or going straight to the state website.  
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
We’d like for you receive our updates through The Online Plumbline, e-News, and social media platforms 
for the promotional office, Grace Mission, GRACE Outreach, and Grace Today. We’ll also try to keep you 
up to date with all National news as well. You can also subscribe to our YouTube channels for Virginia and 
BarnesGuitar as well as our Grace Mission Vimeo channel. All of the links are on our website. You can go 
to the web address you see below and subscribe for each of these outlets or find them on our website. 
 
FINANCES: 
Our state treasurer has already presented our financial reports for the various ministries of the 
promotional office, and I direct you to this information that can be downloaded from the website. Also, I 
have already provided information about Grace Mission and GRACE Outreach in the missions livestream, 
and I hope you will access those important reports there.  
 
THANKS: 
I want to thank you for your faithfulness to remember the promotional office in prayer and finances 
during these difficult days. Please continue to partner with us in this ministry as we come along side you 
to support you in your ministries. As I have told you so many times before, I say again with all sincerity. I 
am thankful for the opportunity to serve you as your fellow laborer. God bless you all. 


